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Film festival b rings French
culture to Armstrong
The fourth annual Francophone
Film Festival was held in
Armstrong's Ogeechee Theater
from Feb. 23 to Feb. 25.
Sponsored by th e French C lub,
the International Students
Organization and the Department
of Language, Literature and
Philosophy, the event featured
five French films and a reception.
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on demand."
He also stated that when the
dining facilities were open at
later hours, he noticed a lack of
transactions of any purchase —
soda or full meal.
"Sometimes, we would only
see two transactions within a
15-minute period when we can do
up to 30or more," Duran said.
Duran made his decision after

Regents exempts Armstrong

Students revive
inactive club

Students living on campus or
staying late on weekdays have faced
shorter dining facility hours this
semester.
World Of Wings and Quiznos
— the onlyother dining optionson
campus outside the Galley — closes
at 2 p.m. Fridays and does not
reopen until Monday. The Pirates

Pantry closes at 10:30 p.m. and
The Perk closes at 8 p.m. Monday
through Thursday a nd 1 p.m. o n
Fridays.
Students who carinot make it to
the Galley during normal business
hours sometimes find themselves
eating meals consisting of Pirate's
Pantry purchases over the weekend.
"I understand why they are
closed on theweekends because not
a lotof students are here," said adult

education graduate stu dent Jessica
Mathis. "It would be nice to be able
to go and get a sandwich instead of
having to go to the Pantry all the
time. I'm not saying that the Pantry
is bad, but it has a limited selection
of food.
"There are more food options
at Quiznos — sandwiche s, salads,
chicken and sammies," she said. "I
just ate two TV dinners and some
chips. I know that is bad, but I
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Forecast for Friday, March 2:
Partly sunny, with a high near
75. Evening mostly cloudy,
with a low around 59.

By Andrea Cervone
Arts.Inkwell@gmail.com

In early March of 2011, Julie
Garrison, a 23-year-old transfer
student from OhioState University,
A
sat in a cramped roomat Armstrong
working diligently to pass the only
i
thing standing between her and
a remedial English course — the
Forecast for Saturday, March 3:
Regents' Test.
A chance of showers. Cloudy,
Garrison was one of the roughly
with a high near 76. Chance of
1,000 students taking the exam that
precipitation is 30 percent. Evening March.
chance of showers. Mostly cloudy,
"I was so nervous about the
possibility of failing. The topics I
with a low around 48. Chance of
had to choose from were absolutely
precipitation is 40 percent.
ridiculous, because you would
• never write about them in a

|

normal English class," she said.
"Then, my hand started cramping
right around the time the testers
announced there were only five
minutes remaining. The whole
experience was just really stressful."
Like about 75 percent of
Armstrong students who take the
Regents' Test, Garrison passed it
on her first attempt. The other 25
percent either had to retake the test
or enroll in a regents remediation
course, de pending on the overall
scores raters gave them.
This March, 1,337 students were
signed up to face the same daunting
scenario, until university officials
sent out an e-mail notification
Feb. 21, a nnouncing Armstrong's

exemption from
Exam.

the

Regents'

The Board of Regents
In October 2009, the Board
of Regents approved a new core
curriculum for the University
System of Georgia, requiring all
institutions to develop learning
outcome and assessment measures
in various subject areas.
"That was an effort — part ofour
strategic plan — to have our schools
have more interchangeability
between the different courses," said
chair of the Board of Regent s Ben
Tarbutton, III. "So if an Armstrong
student wanted to transfer to
UGA, there wouldn't be an issue

The
Political
Science
Club is one of many student
organizations on Armstrong's
campus.
The newly re
established organization aims
to keep students informed
and provide them a safe place
to have intellectual political
discussions.
"The Political Science Club
has been around for quite
a while but has not been
functioning for four to five
' years," said Josh Bjerke, a senior
political science major and
president of the club. "I basically
want to get it going again to
get students to get together to
discuss major current issues to
do with politics."
The members are working
hard to bring in guest speakers.
Lara Wessel, a professor of
political science, is scheduled
to speak March 29 and English
professor, Teresa Winterhalter
is scheduled for April 25.
The club also plans to reach
Photo by VincentHaines out to professional politicians
with what they had to take their in an effort to obtain insight
into the role of government
freshman year."
Following the approval of the officials.
new core curriculum, the board
"We will be contacting local
enacted a change to its current politician
Jack
Kingston,"
policy requir ement Jan. 12, 2010, Bjerke said.
Kingston represents Georgia's
allowing all institutions to petition
for an exemption to administering First District in the house of
representatives, He is also serves
the Regents' Test.
"A lot of work went into all that, on the House Appropriations
and the question really became Committee.
Bjerke hopes that by meeting a
if the regents is really relevant
anymore and does it really work prominent politician, members
will have an opportunity to
anymore," Tarbutton said.
"Because of that, we decided learn first-hand what it is really
to reassess the test, and we've like to be in the field of politics.
Members meet once every
created guidelines and policies
surrounding a school's ability to two weeks to discuss and
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Students provide medium for prayers of all faiths

Forecast for Sunday, March 4:
Mostly sunny and breezy,
with a h igh near 67.
Evening p artly cloudy,
with a low around 46.

By Brittany Cook
Copy.Inkwell@gmail.com

All weather information courtesy
ofNOAA

Clarification
In the Feb. 23 edition of The Inkwell,
we reported that actor Avery Brooks
was at Armstrong Feb. 28. Brooks
visited campus Feb. 18.
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needed something to fill me up."
Louis Duran; Armstrong's food
services director for Sodexo — the
company which contracts campus
dining services — said the change
in hours is due tothe lack of student
participation.
"We make the offer. We expect a
demand," Duran said. "If only one
person wants to come at 11 p.m.,
it is not very productive. Any store
that is open for people will operate

By Carmen Singleton
and Kimberleigh Beard

The Lady Pirates' basketball team
faced Augusta State Feb. 25 at 5:30
p.m. in A lumni Arena. T he te am
needed t he w in to gain entrance
into the Peach Belt Conference
Tournament. However, after 40
minutes o f p lay, th e L ady P irates
fell short by two points, losing the
game 55-53.
When the g ame g ot u nderway,
Augusta State scored the first
points. The ga me had a steady
pace, with each team matching the
other shot for shot. With just over
five m inutes le ft i n the first half,
Augusta State led 26-19.

si

Issue

Policies limit student dining options

Lady Pirates fall to Augusta
in season final

-

81,
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Chi Alpha Campus Ministry,
an interdenominational Christian
alliance group, constructed a threesided prayer wall in front of the
Student Union Feb. 23 for National
Collegiate Day of Prayer.
"Chi Alpha hosted it, but all of
the religious organizations were
invited," said senior criminal justice
major Meghan Hembree, president
of Chi Alpha'.
Members ofthe Baptist Collegiate
Ministry, Wesley Fellowship, Hillel
and other campus-based religious
organizations participated in the
event.
"Our desirewas for it to be a unity
project amongst all of religious
life," said Stacy Parrish, one of Chi
Alpha's campus ministers. "We all
have to live on this earth, and we
have different perspectives and
come from different walks of life."
The group also held silent prayers
at 7 a.m., noon and 5 p.m.Students
gathered around the fountain in
front of the Student Union and
silently prayed for the campus — its
students, administration and safety.
"This morning people stayed

Left: Students pray outside the Student Union during the National day of
prayer Feb. 23. Right: Chi Alpha's prayer wall outside the Student Union.

for 30 to 45 minutes. At noon, ' or draw whatever they wanted,
people were here for 30 minutes, whatever they felt like,
but people came and went as they
The wall wasn't just for
pleased," Parish said.
those who wanted to pray to
Chi Alpha members set up a Christian god. Members of
prayer boxes arou nd campus and several religions — including
stood by the fountain, inviting Judaism and Islam — w rote on
passing students to contribute to the wall.
"It's cool. We have three
the wall.
different
languages written on
"We had a l ot of people walk
the
wall,"
Hembree
said. "There's
up and write on the wall because
they saw others doing it," Hebrew, Spanish and, of course,
English."
Hembree said.
"It's encouraging to see so
"They're
writing
prayer
requests, personal prayers, and many people participating," said
some of them drew pictures. We freshman Tikeyah Dennis. "All
just encourage them to write schools should do that."

Photos by Brittany Cook
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Armstrong makes global connections
through monthly online lecture series

Campus
Voices
"What are your thoughts on

By Brittany Cook
Copy.Inkwell@gmaiI.com
Each year, nearly 200 students
participate in study abroad
programs, and 250 to 300
international students attend
Armstrong. These programs
along with visiting guest
lecturers from other countries
bring various cultures to the
student body.
* However, they are expensive
for both students and the
university. In an effort to reach
more students on campus
without
the
hefty
price,
the Office of International
Education and the Office of
Online and Blended Learning
are introducing the Global
Online Speaker Series.
- "For somebody who may be
working full time or may be in
Afghanistan or may not have
that opportunity, the question
is how do we bring Armstrong
to these individuals because we
do so much on campus, and we
also—as part of our missionare looking at globalization,"
said Kristen Betts, director of
Online and Blended Learning.
; James
Anderson, special
Assistant to the vice president
and director of International
Education,
has invited • a
different lecturer for the series
each month.
"We have partnerships all over
the world from China to Chile

Club

FROM PAGE 1

debate topics such as the death
penalty, presidential elections,
the education system and even
the right to free speech. They
currently meet Wednesdays at
1 p.m. in University Hall Room
214.
"The timings will change as
we get more members," said the
club's secretary Mallie BroSsett,
a sophomore in political
science.
"We
understand
that students have different
schedules, and we will try to
accommodate them."
The club encourages students
of all political backgrounds to
participate in their initiatives.
"We just want it to be a
group where people just come
together and discuss major
political issues so that people
can be enriched by what they
learn," Brosset said, "The more
you speak to people the more
you learn, and to speak to
people with differing views,
you learn so much more."

Political Science
Students interested in
joining the dub may
contact Josh Bjerkle at
jb9518@stu.armstrong.
edu or log onto
their Facebook page
facebook.com/AASUPSC.
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Screenshot courtesy of Kristen Betts,
Office of Online and Blended Learning

to Europe, and we're getting
some in Africa," Anderson said.
The speakers will discuss their
country, university, Armstrongs
Common Read and their field of
specialization.
"He actually has it set up
so we will invite a different
speaker from a different country
every month during the year,
so students get introduced to a

Hours
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a series of monthly studies and,
then, sent his suggestions to the
Office of Business and Finance for
approval.
However, the decision may not
be permanent.
David Carson, vice president
of Business and Finance, said
dining services would be open
later hours as long as students
participate.
"There were plenty of nights
after 8 p.m. when we would get
three to four students," Carson
said. "We will try again in the fall
to see ifstudents use the facilities."
Duran said since more people
are utilizing the Pirate's Pantry,
the store will open at 8 a.m.
beginning Feb. 27.

Catering to
student organizations
According
to
Armstrong
Student Union and Memorial
College Center building policies
and
procedures,
student
organizations
planning
to
sponsor events with 40 or more
attendees must use Sodexo's
catering services.
Carson said the policy was
always in place but was never
enforced until 2010.
However, not all student
organizations agree with the
policy.
Deborah Reese, Writing Center
director and adviser for Sigma
Tau Delta, said the policy makes it
difficult for student organizations
to host events on campus.

different culture, a different part
of the world, but the neat thing
is each of the presentations
has a template that they work
with, so there's consistency
in the presentation, so what's
going to change is that global
perspective," Betts said.
The lectures will be divided
into thirds. The first part includes
interesting facts' about the
country that the speaker is from.
In the next part the presenter
speaks about their university
including
discussing
how
important internationalization
is on their campus, and the last
third of the lecture is about the
particular speaker's expertise.
Anderson invited Dagmar
Skodova Parmova from the
University of South Bohemia
in the Czech Republic as
February's speaker. Parmova,
who is the university's vice
rector for foreign affairs and
specializes in export and
international
marketing,
presented
to
Yassaman
Saadatmand's
multinational
economic enterprises class.
"In my class, we talk about
activities of companies who
make investments or operate
abroad, outside the United
States,
or
multinational
corporations," Saadatmand said.
"It was interesting because she
said that there are probably a
handful of large businesses in
the Czech Republic that produce

50 percent of their GDP, which
means that a small number
of foreign companies are
producing 50 percent of what is
produced in that country, which
I thought was interesting.
"She was talking about there
were no banks that belong to
that country. All of the banks
are foreign-owned. These types
of information are valuable
because, even though I teach a
class, I'm teaching more about
theory of why, for instance,
corporations go abroad."
In March, Bjorn Albin, a
professor in the School of Health
and Caring Sciences at Linnaeus
University, is scheduled to talk
with Armstrong's College of
Health Professions. In April, a
Rwandan speaker will focus on
human rights violations.
"Our plan is to reach as many
students as possible. Each time
we will use a different college to
work through," Anderson said.
"Our ultimate goal is that many
of your classes will use an online
speaker at some point in their
classes."
Betts and Anderson, along
with 26 other partners across
campus, applied for a grant to
purchase the technology —
called Collaborate — n ecessary
to bring the speakers to the
campus through the Internet.
The technology allows the
international speakers to lecture
an Armstrong class from abroad.

"We could not hold our
induction ceremony on campus,
because we like to have a meal
with our induction ceremonies,
and if we were to have it on
campus, we would have to agree
to have it catered by the campus
dining firm and their prices are
expensive — we can't afford
them," Reese said.
Carson said as soon as the
policy was enforced, they began
working with the Student
Government Association to
develop a student catering menu,
which offers cheaper prices.
Reese said sometimes it is
appropriate to use the catering
service, such as for a conference
when the meal is included in their
admission fee, but not-all student
organizations include the meal in
the fee. These organizations often
do not have the money to afford
the service.
"I suppose that some of my
main objections would be that the
reasons for the enforced catering
were never explained," Reese
said. "I don't know whether there
were health concerns. I have no
idea why the policy was being
instituted and enforced. On the
surface, it seems monopolistic."
Duran and Carson said some
of the reasons for enforcement
include liabilityand other catering
companies not cleaning up after
themselves. Carson said in the
contract for Dining Services,
Sodexo must purchase a certain
quality of food.
"If you bring in a caterer onto
campus, we don't know the
quality of the food. Also, we know

However, it also lets other Armstrong's Regents' Test
students, faculty, m'embers of exemption?"
the community and citizens of
the presenter's country observe
and participate in the class.
"This one was an economics,
which was exciting because
we had Dr. Toma who's our
renowned
specialist
for
Armstrong
and
Savannah
who asked wonderful global
perspective questions," Betts
said. "So our students got to hear
someone who is renowned to "I'm not exactly sure how I feel. I never
the community actually talking had to take them myself."
to somebody in the Czech
SgraLongaberger,
Republic about current and
junior,
emerging issues in economics."
Spanish
Betts and Anderson hope
that these classes will broaden
the cultural experience of
Armstrong's student body and
expose them to new ways of life.
"The primary purpose of
[the Office of International
Education] is to help this
campus — by this campus I
mean students and faculty —.
become more international,
more aware of the world and
1
prepared when you get out L
"It's
so
bogus.
I took it Other people
of here to work in the world
should
take
it
too."
setting," Anderson said.
Austin Esch,
"Everybody needs to begin to
junior,
be aware of the world around
psychology
them, and while we can't learn
every culture, we need to learn
and be touched by as many
cultures as we can to realize
there is more than one way to
do things."

"I like the idea of having an exemption
to s trive f or be cause it m akes th e
school work hard to get to that level."

MattBryarly,
junior,
political science

Photo by Vincent Haines

World of Wings and Quiznos closes at 9 p.m. weekdays and is not open
on the weekends.

Sodexo will clean up after an
event," Carson said.
The policy also states that
student organizations who host
small group meetings with 40 or
less attendees may bring in pre
packaged, nonperishable items,
such as a bag of chips, pretzels,
boxed cookies, bottled water and
soft drinks.
Carson
said
student
organizations could also bring
in pizza because that was a
big issue among students, and
Dining Services cannot produce
$5 pizzas.
"People are bringing food
on campus' anyway. They are
bringing their own lunches to
campus. We can't tell people
that they can't bring food on
campus. It seems like a conflict
of permissions," Reese said.
"Why is it that individuals can

bring food to campus, but groups
can't when groups are made up of
individuals?"
Carson said though he did not
know of any students becoming
sick, he wanted to prevent any
possibility.
"Food is a great way to bring
people together," Reese said.
"It encourages companionship.
People bond over meals. It
can bring us into contact with
other cultures. Student groups
should be able to benefit from
all the positive aspects of sharing
meals."
Duran said Dining Services
started a temporary food
committee with SGA and
individual students to address
concerns regarding food services.
They will meet with Duran twice
a month and will have their first
meeting within a week or two.

Campus briefs
Professor honored for
excellence
*

e

*

Armstrong
professor
of
gconomics Michael Toma was
recently named the Teaching
Fellow of the Academy of
Economics and Finance — an
award which recognizes his longterm excellence in instruction.
; "It is a h umbling experience to
Snow that a group of pe ers from
many states and around the world
have reviewed your portfolio
of work with undergraduates
and determined the effort
truly note worthy and so highly
commendable that it me rits the
award," Toma said. "To me, this is
simply w hat I d o. I enjoy it v ery

much and hope to con tinue on
this path for a very long time."
The Academy dedicates itself
to the furt herance of eco nomic
and financial knowledge and
practice.
"Since 2000, the faculty in
the economics department has
served the Academy in va rious
capacities including president,
conference program chair, on
the board of directors, among
many other positions," said
economics department head
Yassaman Saadatmand. "After
innumerable ho urs o f se rvice to
the organization, we are very
pleased that th e academy ch ose
to recognize a faculty member for
another very imp ortant reason,
excellence in teaching."

Masquers present
"Food for Fish"
Armstrong will h ost its b i-annual
event Treasure Savannah which
celebrates the university's long
history in the city of Savannah with
a day of service March 3.
Participation in the event is open
to al l students, faculty, staff an d
alumni of Armstrong.
Project
teams
include
the beatification efforts and
improvements of Ambuck Park, Lake
Mayer, Ashmore Hall, downtown
Savannah, H unter A rmy A irfield, L .
Scott Stell P ark, U nion M ission a nd
the West Broad Street YMCA. Another
team will a lso a ssist w ith lo gistics
requirements of all the effort's
projects.

Though many of th e sp ots ar e
already full, volunteers are still
needed for the downtown and YMCA
projects.
Volunteers should preregister
' on Armstrong's T reasure S avannah
webpage. Those who do not
preregister an d show up the d ay
of the event will be considered
standby participants and allowed to
Spots remain for Treasure
Savannah volunteers
Armstrong's Masquers student
theater troupe will stage four
consecutive performances of the
Adam Szymkowicz's. comedy "Food
for Fish" i n Je nkins H all March 1
through March 4 as part of its spring
black box theater season.

The New York Times describes this
story of unrequited lo ve, missed
connections and a n ovel i n a b ottle
as "fabulously w eird," according to
AMT's webpage.
All performances w ill begin at
7:30 p .m. in Jenkins Hall B lack Box
Theater. Se ating at the ev ent is
limited and those wishing to attend
are encouraged t o p urchase tickets
in advance.
Admission is $ 10 a nd d iscounts
are av ailable to m ilitary, sen iors,
alumni association members,
students an d children. Ar mstrong
students, f aculty a nd s taff w ill be
admitted free of charge with a valid
PirateCard.
Audience discretion is ad vised
due to performance's adult
language and themes.

"I th ink i t's a mazing. W hy do y ou
need a test to figure out the caliber of
student?"

ScottSadler,
senior,
biology

W' '-b

"I worked my butt off for that stupid
test. I took t hat stftpid test, and
they took it away?"

Chaya Gordon,
senior,
liberal arts

"I think that it's a good rule because
some pe ople j ust a ren't g ood te sttakers, and I don't think you should have
your pass/fail based on just one test"

CodyGoss,
freshman,
mathematics

Opinions and Editorials
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The hard truths of newspapering
By Kevin Ferris
The Philadelphia Inquirer
(MCT)

When it comes to the realities
of life in journalism, no one
prepared me more while I
was an Undergrad at Virginia
Commonwealth University th an
Bill Turpin.
He was No. 2 in thedepartment
of mass communications when I
arrived in the fall of 1979 after
three years in the Army. In a
previous life he had been a small
town newspaper publisher. And
in that small Southern town, he
saw every day the impact he had
on his community.
If readers didn't like something
in his paper, he heard about it.
If they didn't get their paper on
time, they let him know. He could
be confronted while in line at the
grocery store, on the sidelines at
a Little League game or while out
with his family. And there was
no deflecting responsibility. As a
small-town publisher, he was the
editor, the advertising director,
the circulation manager and
whatever else needed to be done
on'any given day.
Sometimes an apology was
in order, and a promise to make
things right: for a typo or factual
error, for an ad that wasn't run as
promised, for a late paper. Other
times he had to stick to his guns:
for unflattering coverage of a
local politician, fo r opinions that
made someone want to cancel a
subscription.

No business person in his right
mind wants to anger readers,
advertisers, neighbors, friends,
colleagues. But one of the realities
of journalism, Turpin would
remind us, is that newspapers
aren't just a business. They
come with added burdens and
responsibilities. And one of those
tasks is to point out the truth,
however uncomfortable, as best
as it can be determined. I don't
mean truth in some godlike,
omniscient way delivered from
paragons of virtue. And Turpin
never looked at t he profession or
its practitioners that way either.
I mean reporting on the truth as
it is determined from the facts at
hand, as fairly and accurately and
responsibly as possible.
Of course, sometimes when
you do that, someone is going to
be upset. And you'll hear about it
— in Turpin's case v ery up close
and personally. If you can't handle
that kind of pressure, and in the
process stand up for your good
name and your publication's,
you don't belong in the business.
Back down, degrade that good
name in anyway, and you haveno
business.
So why do Ikeep usingthe word
business instead of profession o r
even noble calling? Because of the
other reality check Turpin passed
along.
In our senior year, we took a
newspaper-management
class
from Turpin thatwent way beyond
the ins and outs of herding catsin

a newsroom. We spen t half our
time shadowing a local publisher
to learn about all aspects of the
business: circulation, advertising,
business, production. Then we
had to create our own fictional
paper, from staffing, to realistic
budgets for each department, to
designs for everything from the
newsroom to the pressroom.
It was quite the adjustment
from all those reporting and
editing classes. A classroom full
of Woodward and Bernstein
wannabes were being pestered
with questions like, "Where
are the bathrooms for your
employees?"
I can't say that I became an
expert in any of that, but I did
take away the message that
Turpin repeated over and over:
No matter how talented the
writers and photographers, the
editors and page designers, the
advertising and production staffs,
they couldn't put those talents
to use if yo ur newspaper wasn't
making money.
Thirty years later, the money
isn't b eing made. And changing
economic realities require that
newspapers adjust or die. So
I applaud attempts to expand
the readership and re-create an
industry — whether through
tweets, Facebook, apps and a
host of online products I have
yet to figure out how to use — in
order to retain and create jobs,
for talented people, and to keep
serving the community.

At the same time, I confess to
being just a bit more worn down
and a little more discouraged
with each round of layoffs. More
were an nounced in Philadelphia
last week. Regular reports of
the company being sold, and
allegations about behind-thescenes games being played, aren't
that great for morale either.
Occasional
bouts
of
discouragement,
however,
don't mean I don't think that
newspapers shouldn't change
with the timesand technology. Or
that I think that any one of us is
indispensable. Yes, it is incredibly
difficult to imagine a newspaper
without certain individuals. And,
yes, some days it's just hard to
walk in the door knowing that
others won't be with you any
longer.
But, as with all things, we get
a brief blink of an eye to do our
best, to add to the debate,to make
gentle the life of this world. And
in that time, we hope, through
our efforts, that we've made a
contribution, and in the process,
have stood up for our good name
and our newspapers.
There is no business without
that name.
Kevin Ferris is assistant editor
of the editorial page of the
Philadelphia Inquirer. Readers
may write to him at: Philadelphia
Inquirer,
P.O.
Box
8263,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101, or by
email at kf@phillynews.com.

Single moms:

Regents' Exam removal
requires university reform

The hottest U.S. trend
The following editorial appeared in
the San Jose Mercury News on Feb. 24:

If
motherhood
before
marriage is the new norm for
U.S. w omen under age 30, it's
urgent to find out why.
Politicians railing against
the decline of family values
won't be much help. Evidence
suggests that money rather
than morality underlies this
troubling trend. We need to
find out the root causes to
decide how to deal with it.
More than half of babies
born to U.S. women younger
than 30 occur outside marriage,
according to a New York
Times report. But the trend is
dramatically different based on
education levels: 92 percent of
women with college degrees are
married when they have a baby,
compared to 43 percent of those
with a high school diploma or
less. The fastest growth was
among young white women.
Babies born to single
mothers are more likely to
grow up in poverty, founder
in school and have emotional
or behavioral problems. If we
don't catch these problems
before they start, society will
pay a much higher economic
and social cost down the road.
Most young women say
they'd like to marry — if they
could find the right man.
About eight-in-10 unmarried
new mothers say they hope to
marry their children's father
some day, but fewer than onein-seven has done so by the
time their kids turn three,
according
to
sociologists
Kathryn Edin and Maria
Kefalas, authors of the book
"Promises I Can Keep: Why
Poor Women Put Motherhood
Before Marriage."

So what gets in jjj§
the way?
The
sexual ™
revolution
is
a
convenient whipping
boy for political
demagogues, who
say the fact that
young women don't
need men to support
their babies has
been the ruination
of family values. If
that were the case,
college-educated
women with higher
incomes
would
be more likely to
give birth without
marrying than less
educated
women.
And that's not the
picture.
Edin and Kefalas
found that women in
t their 20s don't want
to rush into a wedding that's
likely to end in divorce. And
when,they take a good look at
their babies' fathers, they don't
always see Mr. Right.
The elephant in the room is
the economic predicament of
today's young men who are not
college-educated. They face a
much trickier job market and
unstable financial future than
they used to. Entry-level wages
for men who finish high school
have fallen 23 percent since
1973, adjusted for inflation.
Some of the sharpest drops in
married two-parent' families
are in places such as Loraine,
Ohio, since the steel mills
closed.
Funny how lack of money
and an uncertain future can
change your point of view —
or others' views of you.
Even if some guys want to do

The Inkwell Editorial Board
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the right thing for their babies,
they may be reluctant to make
a lifelong commitment to the
mothers when they don't know
where they'll get their next
paycheck. And young women
who want to have babies may
dodge marriage for similar
reasons.
It's tempting to wish we
could turn back the clock to
the 1950s and make marriedwith-children the norm. But
the '50s weren't paradise either,
especially for" women trapped
in unhappy marriages.
Instead, we need to find
ways to improve the economic
status of young men to make
marriage a more attractive and
realistic option.
And we need to deal with a
new generation of kids likely
to need more help with school
and job skills.

The University System of
Georgia's Board of Regents
recently relieved seven schools
from the chains of the Georgia
Regents' Exam. These seven
schools were the last holdouts
for the exam in the state,
which includes a writing exam
notorious for giving students
grief.
•
The test had good reason to
bother so many students.
Think that Georgia has a high
literacy rate? If you Google the
topic, you get the startling data
that Georgia has a 100-percent
literacy rate — before you realize
that the search engine zeroed
in on UNICEF's statistics on a
country in western Asia inst ead
of an American state.
The
traditional
statistic
, that's been bandied around for *
Georgia is that 17 percent of
its population is functionally
illiterate. The National Center
for Education Statistics collected
this number back in 2003,and it's
been quoted ever since.
When employers around
the state hire someone, they
usually expect them to be
capable of reading. In the last
state gubernatorial election, the
candidates said that an "educated
workforce" is a goal Georgia
should pursue. Everyone wants
workers who can read, and once
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At the Georgia Ports Authority,
stevedores have to understand
and fill
out the necessary
paperwork to move goods to
and from the docks, and in any
good office job, memos and short
reports are required. Hospital
workers need to have basic
reading comprehension skills, or
fives won't be saved.
Politicians have promoted
programs like Georgia Works as
a solution in the state, and both
Nathan Deal and Sonny Perdue
have tried to attract attention
from the international business
community.
International
businesses only are willing to put
their eggs in a state's basket if it
has a workforce that can expand
their business — and i s properly
educated.
So what does that say about
the move to get rid of the
Regents' Exam? The university's
only option is to step up to the
plate when the Regents' oversight
retracts.
The internalization of the
review process usually coveredby
the exam can give t he university
the chance to do better than a
statewide system. Students who
require help can be measured
inside the university by the
same people slated to help them
improve. But Armstrong needs
to be willing to take on that
burden and guarantee that these
students won't be left behind.

The Inkwell welcomes and invites letters to the editor. All submissions must be 350
words or fewer and must be signed. Send your letter to Chief.lnkwell@gmail.com. The
Inkwell reserves the right to edit, for grammar, spelling and style.

Opinions expressed by coiumnistsr t eller wnitrs of cartoonists
not necessadly reflect the views of "he Inkwell editor at board,
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upon a time, the state university
system didn't always deliver.
Enter the Georgia Regents'
Exam.
The USG created the essay
exam to guarantee a workforce
that
could
communicate
properly. To graduate college, a
student had to pass the test.
While it's easy to celebrate the
exam's passing, a few things have
to happen to ensure that the job
rate doesn't plummet because
employers
have
standards.
Students still have problems with
the exam, so the educational
need for the test didn't subside.
With
the
test
waived,
Armstrong now has to handle
these problems in-house without
overtaxing the Department
of Languages, Literature and
Philosophy. Otherwise, the
workplace might not have the
kind of labor it needs.
The
2010
U.S.
census
measured that while more than
80 percent of Georgians had a
high school diploma, only 27
percent had a college degree.
There's a h igh demand out there
for skilled labor, but if that
degree isn't worth something,
there's no difference between
those two numbers. Considering
that the same census data shows
Georgia's high schools at a
subpar 78 percent graduation
rate, there's a lot to be said about
Georgia's workforce.

Lettery to the editor
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Tanner's Sports Corner: NBA breakdown from the recliner
JL

Armchair quarterback and English major Scott Tanner is a writer and sports columnist for The Inkwell.
The information contained in his column is based on televised sporting events.
His views do not necessarily reflect those of The Inkwell editorial board.

By Scott Tanner

The NBA season and off
season has been an intriguing
year, partly due to the lockout
and shortened season. For
those who don't
watch
American Idol or whatever
crap the general public watches
to escape the drudgery of
everyday life, the off-season
antics offered sports fans their
own madness and drama.
With the shortened season,
there comes a sense of
urgency from the players and
coaches that have not been
seen in recent years. Teams
do not have the advantage of
cruising into the playoffs as in
years past. But the shortened
season has put a strain on the
older players in the league.
One has a hard time
remembering so many bigname stars 'with so many
injuries: Carmelo Anthony,
Dirk Nowitzki, Joe Johnson,
Kevin Garnett, Tony Parker
and Chauncey Billups just
to name a few. The season
will surely come down to
conditioning and the all
important "peaking at the
right time."
In being consistent with
the past, the larger-market
teams control their respective
divisions. Cities such as
Miami, New York, Boston,
L.A., Chicago, San Antonio
and Dallas have separated
themselves from the rest of the
weaker, smaller-market teams.
Leaving some to consider
the relevancy and need for
so many vying for television
coverage and equal shares — in
other words, a consolidation.
That discussion will haye to
wait for another time.
Eastern Conference
Although the Knicks' Jeremy
Lin dominates the headlines
this season, the real story in
the Atlantic Division is the
Philadelphia 76ers.
They have quietly jumped
into lead over the Knicks and
the Celtics in the Atlantic
division. The 76ers are led by
Lou Williams, who averages

15.7 PPG, and All-Star Andre
Iguodala.
If the 76ers want to stay
on top of the division, they
must continue to hold their
opponents to a league-leading
87.5 points per game. Defense
wins championships.
The Chicago Bulls are
poised for an incredible run
into, the playoffs. Last season's
MVP, Derrick Rose, continues
to put up astounding numbers.
His 21.8 PPG combined with
the play from Luol Deng and
Carlos Boozer has given the
Bulls a six-game lead over the
Indiana Pacers.
But they have competition
in the Eastern Conference,
namely Miami. The "Big Three"
in Miami have finally hit their
stride in one of the toughest
divisions in the nation. And
why not? Arguably, Miami has
one of the best teams in the
NBA.
If LeBron can finish the drill,
the Heat will finally live up
to all the hype. The question
of the moment: where will
Dwight Howard end up? It
must be awkward hosting
the All-Star game unsure
where you'll finish the season.
Several teams are one big man
away from bringing home a
championship. Stay tuned.

the laughing stock, into one of
the top teams in the NBA.
The Clippers will have the
Lakers' Kobe Bryant, one
of the best athletes to take
the court, bearing down on
them down the stretch. If the
Lakers pick up someone to
help Kobe, the Clippers will
be watching the playoffs from
their recliners.
San Antonio is another
team that continues to quietly
dominate their opponents;
although Dallas is on their
heels. Tony Parker, .Tim
Duncan and Manu Ginobili
are by no means old, but by
NBA standards, they will have
a tough time staying healthy
as the season closes.
With Nowitzki back in the
lineup for good, Dallas will
try to repeat their tremendous
run from last season. There
you go. You are caught up.
Now sit back, relax and enjoy
the rest of the season.

Eastern
Conference
Atlantic

Win

Loss

Western
Conference
Northwest

Win

Loss

Philadelphia
New York

20
17

14
18

Oklahoma City

27

Portland

18

7
16

Boston
Toronto
New Jersey

15
10
10

17
23
25.

Denver
Minnesota
$
Utah

18
17
15

17
17
17

LA Clippers

20

11

20

20

L.A. Lakers
Golden State
Phoenix

14
17
20

24

Sacramento

Central

Pacific

Chicago

27

Indiana
Cleveland
Milwaukee
Detroit

21
13
13
11

8
12
18

Southeast

13
14
11

Southwest
7
13

Atlanta

27
22
20

Washington
Charlotte

7 '
4

Miami
Orlando

24
21

14

San Antonio
Dallas
Houston

26
28

Memphis
New Orleans

19
8

20

You don't agree? I put m y ideas out there publically.
You should, too. Hit me up on twitter @tannersports.
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Athletic calender
Sports recap

Baseball:

Men's tennis:

March 3 vs. Ga. Southwestern
March 4 vs. Ga. Southwestern

11 AM
1 PM

Feb. 25

at West Fla.

Women's tennis:
Men's tennis

March 2

vs. Lynn

Feb. 26

1PM

Softball:

Feb. 25

Women's tennis

March 2

vs. Lynn

1PM

W,9-0

at Montevallo

W,9-0

at West Fla.
at Lincoln Memorial
Columbus State Invitational

W,4-2
W,7-6

Baseball:

Softball:

March 6

vs.Wingate

1 PM
3 PM

Feb. 25

at Columbus St.

Feb. 26

at Columbus St.

10
13
14
15
25

Graphic by Vincent Haines

Western Conference
Oklahoma City sits on top
of one of the weakest divisions
in the NBA with a ninegame lead. Kevin Durant is
averaging 27.9 PPG, while
Russell Westbrook is not far
behind with 23.5 PPG. Not a
bad one-two punch.
Their never-say-die attitude
and incredible shooting ability
will take them deep into the
playoffs. They must find a way
to keep opponents scoring low.
The Chris Paul trade
dominated
the headlines
as several teams tried to
acquire the star guard out of
New Orleans, only to have
the NBA turndown several
offers. Paul is now with the
Clippers, turning them from

Follow the Pirates

22

W, 12-4
W, 14-2
L, 11-7

Sports
and Fitness
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Lady Pirates struggle in season final
% Charlette Hall
The Lady Pirates' basketball
eam laced Augusta State Feb.
- at 5.30 p.m. in Alumni Arena.
team needed the win to
gain entrance into the Peach
et
Conference Tournament.
However, after 40 minutes of play,
Lady Pirates fell short by two
Points, losing the game 55-53.
When the game got underway,
Augusta State scored the first
points. The game had a steady
pace, with each team matching
the other shot for shot. With just
over five minutes left in the first
half, Augusta State led 26-19.
But the lead wouldn't last for
long, as the LadyPirates mounted
a comeback to tie the game at 29
going into halftime.
We wanted to play together,
play as a team and give a great
effort for the entire 40 minutes,"
said Lady Pirate No. 42 D.D.
Gipson.
Just like in the first half,
Augusta State was the first to
score. After the Lady Pirates
scored a basket to tie the game,
Augusta built a nine-point lead
and was up 40-31 with 15:25 to
go in the second half. The Lady
Pirates fought hard to get back
within reach of Augusta Stateand
pulled within two points of them
with 11 minutes to go, making
the game 43-41.

Down the stretch, the Lady
Pirates started to find
their
rhythm and mounted another
comeback from being down nine
points. With under a minute left,
Augusta State was up seven. The
score was 54-47.
Armstrong's No. 15 Karolina
Rykowska made a three-point
shot with 38 seconds left on the
clock to bring the Lady Pirates
within four points of Augusta
State at 54-50. Rykowska
committed a foulagainst Augusta
State's Becky Newhouse, giving
them a chance to shoot two freethrow shots.
Newhouse made the first one
but missed the second, making
the score 55-50. As the clock
ticked down, the Lady Pirates
continued to play hard. With
17 seconds remaining in the
game, Mauri Wells drained a
three-point shot, bringing the
Lady Pirates within two points
of Augusta State and making the
score 55-53.
Augusta State earned freethrow shots with 13 seconds
remaining but could not
capitalized and missed, givingthe
Lady Pirates a chance to either tie
the game or to win it. With six
seconds left, the Lady Pirates had
possession of the ball and were
able to .penetrate Augusta State's
defense. As time expired, the ball
rimmed out of the basket, giving

the Lady Pirates the loss.
"What
we
wanted
to
accomplish tonight was t o-make
it to the Peach Belt Con ference
Tournament," said head coach
Matt Schmidt. "We played h ard,
but we fell two points short."
It was a tough loss for the
team who ended the season
with a 13-13 overall record and a
7-10 record for conference play.
Coach Schmidt had nothing but
positive things to say about his
players.
"We bonded together as a
team," Schmidt said. "I'm proud
of their effort."
The team was upset after the
loss but managed to stay positive.
"We just want to focus on the
positives of t he game and of the
season," Gipson said.
"I feel like today we worked
hard as a team. As forthe season,
we had our ups and downs, but
it made me stronger as a person,
and I'm sure the team feels th e
same way," said Lady Pirate No.
23 Mauri Wells. "We fought so
hard for the entire game. The
final few seconds didn't count up
to the whole game."
"We had a rollercoaster of a
season. We wanted to finish the
season better than 13-13, but
now all we can do is prepare for
next season. We need to take a
step back and game plan together
for next season," Schmidt said.

No. 12 Pirates finish CSU who's the top Yank:
Invitational with two wins Donovan or Dempsey?
By Michelle Kaufman
McClatchy Newspapers

There are some debates that
never seem to get settled but
never seem to get old either:
Kobe Bryant vs. LeBron James,
Michael Jordan vs. Magic
Johnson, Ginger vs. Mary
Ann on Gilligan's Island. And,
the latest for U.S. soccer fans
— Landon Donovan or Clint
Dempsey?
Who is the best American
player right now? Depends
whom you ask.
The two U.S. stars had a rare
matchup in Jan. 27's fourth
round FA Cu p match between
Fulham and Everton. Dempsey
is Fulham's scoring machine,
with two hat tricks in the past
two weeks alone. Donovan is
on loan to Everton from the Los
Angeles Galaxy and has been
playing very well. Donovan set
up both goals in Everton's 2-0
win over Fulham Jan. 27.
American fans seem to fall
into two camps, the Landon
camp and the Clint camp.
Landon, they say, is the most
famous U.S. player in the
world and has done the most
for American soccer. Clint
supporters point out that he
is the most prolific U.S. scorer
in English Premier League
history, and where better to
earn respect than in a league
with that kind of tradition?
In fact, former U.S. na tional
team goalkeeper Brad Friedel
got in some hot water a few
weeks ago when he suggested
to the BBC that Donovan
had taken the easy way out
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Senior April Jowers tosses to second during play on Saturday.

Sports Communications
The

No.
12-ranked
Armstrong Atlantic State
University
softball
team
completed a perfect weekend
at the Invitational with a p air
of wins Feb. 25, knocking off
West Florida, 4-2, and Lincoln
Memorial, 7-6, in Columbus,
Ga.
, .
The Pirates (17-2) ran their
current win streak to nine with
the pair of wins and finished
the CSU Invitational with a 4-0
weekend.
In the first game, the Pirates
were tied with West Florida,

2-2, in the bottom of the sixth
inning when junior Shelby Duff
connected on a two-RBI single
to give Armstrong the contest.
Junior Megan Barnwell (101) hurled seven innings of fivehit, two-run ball, walking two
while striking out 10 to notch
the victory for the Pirates.
Senior April Jowers went threefor-four while Duff finished the
game two-for-four with twoRBIs.
In game two, the Pirates
saw Lincoln Memorial score
four runs in the first inning
and two in the second, but
Armstrong rallied with four

by playing his trade in Major headed to PSG in France or AC
League Soccer while Dempsey Milan in Italy, but both deals
tested his skills against the fell through.
worlds elite players.
AC Milan signed Argentine
Donovan has scored more forward Maxi Lopez on loan
goals for the U.S. national team from Catania Jan. 27. Milan
than Dempsey —- 46 in 138 vice president Adriano Galliani
matches to 24 in 82 matches. had several meetings with
Donovan scored the dramatic Tevez in the past month, and
goal at the 2010 World Cup the two sides had reportedly
that pushed the United States reached an agreement. But
through to the second round. Manchester City wouldn't sign
But Dempsey has 15 goals in off on it.
all competitions for Fulham
Teyez has not played for the
this season. The only Premier English club since he refused to
League players with more are warm up during a Champions
Manchester United's Wayne League game against Bayern
Rooney, Manchester City's Munich in September.
Sergio Aguero and Arsenal's
Tevez's
agent,
Kia
Robin van Persie — very Joorabchian, told reporters his
expensive and famous company ' client is willing to wait until
for the kid from Nacogdoches, the summer to leave England,
Texas.
and he will probably wind up
Donovan and Dempsey with PSG.
were teammates on the past
two U.S. World Cup teams and Hoax not funny
had not faced each other since
Bayern Munich fans were
May 6, 2006, when Dempsey's not amused with the club's
New England Revolution beat latest publicity stunt. The team
Donovan's Galaxy 4-0. Jan. invited fans on its website to go
27's match was a must-see for to Facebook to see news about
American soccer fans.
a "spectacular new signing"
Truth is, it's great for U.S. and, then, instructed them
soccer that this debate is going to "like" the page to get more
on at all. It means there are two Facebook fans. Turned out the
world-class American players new "signing" was actually a
competing at the highest level, new FC Bayern app called "The
and that should open the door New FCB Star."
for other promising Americans
Fans were so angry that the
in the future.
club issued an apology.
"We're sorry, but it wasn't
Tevez stays put
our intention to disappoint you
The never-ending soap opera with the new FC Bayern app,"
that is Carlos Tevez continues, the team said.
as the disgruntled Argentine
"Rather, we wanted to put
forward apparently will not the focus on you with this
leave Manchester City yet. action, to show how important
There were rumors he was each fan is for Bayern Munich."

_

hoto Courtesy of Sports Communications

runs in the bottom of the fifth
— k eyed by a solo home run
from senior Heather Walker
and a two-run home run from
Duff — to pull within one.
In
the
sixth
inning,
Armstrong plated three runs
— the final two on a twoRBI double — to pull ahead
and come away with the 7-6
victory.
Freshman Caitlin Campbell
(7-1) hurled six innings of
two-run ball to notch the
victory. The Pirates return to
action March 3, competing in
the Mid-South Invitational in
Spartanburg, S.C.

2012-2013 FAFSA Assistance at
College Goal Georgia!
When: Wednesday, March 7th
Time:
2:00.5:00 PM
Where: Student Union
Savannah Ballroom B

Priority Deadline is March 15th!

Armstrong
FINANCIAL AID
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financial counseling
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Francophone Film Festival exposes
Savannah to French culture

By Kasey Stewart

The
fourth
annual
Francophone Film Festival
was held in Armstrong's
Ogeechee Theater Feb. 23
to Feb. 25. Sponsored by the
French Club, the International
Students Organization and
the Department of Language,
Literature and Philosophy,
the event featured five French
films and a reception.
French professor Dorothee
Mertz-Weigel played a large
role in the creation of the
festival.
"Francophone
means
'French speaking' because
we didn't want to restrict the
festival to films that were only
from France," Mertz-Weigel
said. "They are all shown in
French with English subtitles,
so anyone who is interested
in coming or who just wants
to experience something new,
going to a foreign movie, can
come, and they're more than
welcome to come."
The event was free, open to
the community and brought
new faces to the Armstrong
campus.
Many students, including
Christina Danos — a junior
majoring in
English
—
enjoyed the mixture of student
and visiting filmgoers.
"I think it's a good way to
expose yourself to new things
and to be open," Danos said.
"It's a good way to come in
and do something after school
and have a reason to hang
around campus.
"I think it's a way for

Armstrong to get people out
here that wouldn't normally
come out here, and, I mean,
it's a new building. We need to
show off our Armstrong pride
and let Savannah see how
awesome we are."
< Sophomore biology major
Mataya Wells agreed with
Danos's sentiment.
"It was nice to see other
people that didn't go to
Armstrong show up," Wells
said. "I think everyone should
have a chance to come and
experience new things —
outside the box sort of things."
Stephanie Thompson, a
second-year history major
enjoyed sharing her love of
French culture with the film
viewers.

"A lot of people aren't
as cultured as they should
be, and we offer so many
opportunities,"
Thompson
said. "Coming to something
like this — pe ople are learning
'Bonsoir,' a simple 'Hi.' So I
feel like them coming here and
just talking to people will help
broaden their perspectives on
just one language and maybe
more."
While foreign films may
be intimidating for some,
sophomore economics major
Megan Pando said the movies
just takes getting used to.
"I think people are kind of
off put by subtitles, but they're
really not that bad, like you
can still follow the movie and
keep up with it," Pando said.
The Francophone
Film
Festival also featured special
guest Denis Blackburne on
opening night. Blackburne;

the honorary consul for
France and Germany in
Savannah, set the tone of the
night with a smile on his face
and a warm greeting over the
microphone.
"We're so excited for what
Armstrong does in terms of
promoting culture, and the
French film festival is really
great," Blackburne said during
the Feb. 23 reception.
"I was here last year. The
people are so enthusiastic,
and the films quite frankly are
really good. I mean, I really
enjoyed myself tonight," he
said.
"I think what's great about
the French film festival is
you're actually able to see
how French directors, and the
French actors are presenting
things to French people.
It's a great way for people
here in the United States to
understand a little bit of the
French culture. It gives you
good things in your head
of how people see things all
differently
depending
on
which side of the ocean you're
located."
Blackburne said he was
very impressed not only with
Armstrong's community btit
with the campus as well.
"Oh this is a great campus.
This is absolutely a beautiful
campus, and I think it
deserves to be more known by
the people in Savannah," he
said. "Everyone knows where
it is, but people don't walk
around the campus, so you
have to have some more open
days."
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student Union Ogeechee Theater

Coming in March:
'Lorax/'Hunger Games'
with 2009s "DespicableMe," partly
thanks to the voice of Steve Carell
as a bumbling supervillain. Danny
DeVito seems a good choice to
voice the tree-hugging title role
in this adaptation of the classic
children's book. Also with Zac
Effon, Taylor Swift and Ed Helms.

"John Carter"

by Vincent Haines
Top: President Linda Bleicken joins the University Chorale during their performance of "He, Watching Over Israel (Elijah)."
Bottom: Louis Branch preforms a flugelhom solo during the Jazz Ensemble's rendition of "Good Morning, Irene."

Annual showcase concert
delights audience, raises funds
By Kimberleigh Beard
The Department of Arts, Music
and Theater hosted the annual
showcase concert of Armstrong's
music ensembles Feb. 21. The
event featured the University
Chorale and four ensembles —
jazz, percussion, vocal chamber
and wind.
The
show
provides
an
opportunity for the Armstrong
community to see all of the
university's music ensembles to
play in one setting.
The night began with an
upbeat performance from the
Jazz Ensemble which played
classics like "Django" and "Good
Morning, Irene."
The lively tone continued
with the Percussion Ensemble's
performance
of
"Dueling
Comedians," featuring Stephen
Medlar and Cory Shuman battling
each other on xylophones.
The
University
Chorale
presented the audience with
a surprise as the university's
president,
Linda
Bleicken,
accompanied the chorale during
their performance of "He,
Watching Over Israel (Elijah),"
followed by Daniel Steed's — a

By Rafer Guzman
Newsday
MCT

MCT

.Is it overly hopeful to say that
winter might be over?
After all, M arch is around the
corner. The weather has been
mild, and even the movies seem to
be improving — a little. At the risk
of jinxing things — there's always
a chance of sudden blizzards and
box-office bombs — here'sa sunny
view of the next month in movies.

"Dr. Seuss' The Lorax"
(March 2) — UniversaTs
animation division scored a hit

C"

(March 9) — Pixar's Andrew
Stanton ("WALL-E") goes for a
mix of live action and motion
capture inthis elaborateadventurefantasy based on the Edgar Rice
Burroughs novels about a Civil
War soldier suddenly transported
to Mars. Taylor Kitsch plays the
lead; Willem Dafoe stars as a
tusked, towering alien warrior, and
Lynn Collins is the come-hither
Princess Dejah Thoris — no tusks.

also co-wrote and produced.

"The Hunger Games"
(March 23) — Arriving just
after the end of "Harry Potter"
and before the final "Twilight,"
this movie may well replace
both franchises. It's base d on the
hugely popular sci-fi novel — the
first in a trilogy about teenagers
competing in a deadly realityshow.
With Jennifer Lawrence, Josh
Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth
and Lenny Kravitz.

"Mirror Mirror"

(March 30) /— Relativity Media
is striking first with this comedic
take on the Snow Wliite story,
which features Julia Roberts as
the mean Queen and Lily Collins
as young Snow. Nathan Lane and
Armie Hammer, of "J. Edgar,"
"21 Jump Street"
also star. Not until summer will
(March 16) — Jonah Hill Universal release its action-fantasy
turns the unintentionally funny version, "Snow White and the
television show into a straight- Huntsman," with Charlize Theron
up comedy, co-starring with as a tyrannical ruler and Kristen
Charming Tatum as cops who go Stewart as the rebel-soldier title
undercover ashigh school students heroine.
despite looking way too old — and
perhaps being way too dumb. Hill

Don't forget to register for the University Exit
Exam:

ft

tenor in the Chorale — re ndition
of "In Dat Great Gittin Up
Mornin"' — a gospel classic about
judgment day.
Next, guests enjoyed four short
selections by The Vocal Chamber
Ensemble's lighthearted, fastpaced and fun performance
— one of which involved the
ensemble imitating the sounds of
a cat, a dog and a bird.
The Wind Ensemble concluded

Graphic courKsy of Marketing

V

the performance with "Angels in
the Architecture" — an intense
song about good and evil in
which both forces prevail.
The annual concert is a
multipurpose fundraiser and
the $12 admission provides
money for musical instruments,
conductors, guest performances
and a scholarship fund that is
available to all music education
majors.

MAPP
All graduating students of Armstrong Atlantic State University are required to
take the MAPP exit exam along with their department exit exams to meet
their degree requirements.

Please register on our website:

www . a r m s t r ona.edu/testinaservices mappform ht-mi
Registration & Payment Deadline:

Friday, April 6, 2012 at 4:30 p.m.
All payments for the exam will be accepted in the Bursars' Officp.

'i he InkweF
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4 Wanderlust'brings

forgettable delight

•[7]

A look back at
4Silence of the Lambs'
By Todd Perkins

coottrtw mov'.e "Wanderlust," stars Jenifer Aniston and Paul Rudd abandon their real-world problems and
seek an alternative lifestyle in the rural commune Elysium.

By Tbdd Perkins
Everyone
wonders
what
it would be like to be able to
go through life without any
obligations or responsibilities,
which serves as the setup of
David
Wains "Wanderlust"
starring Paul Rudd and Jennifer
Aniston.
These two stars established
themselves
as
successful
comedians whose films
are
almost guaranteed hits, which
is why studios are so anxious
to cast them to headline their
often mediocre and uninspired
films. There is, occasionally,
a mainstream comedy that
manages to stand apart from
the other standard fare while
delivering both plenty of l aughs
and a clever story.
Here, Rudd and Aniston play
George and Linda, a New York
couple forced to leave the big
city when they both lose their
jobs. They move in with Georges
obnoxious brother in Atlanta,
and soon become miserable
arid" cfe<Tde to try out a more
alternative lifestyle.
After getting involved in a rural
commune called Elysium, they
start settling in and getting to
know the other inhabitants. Seth
(Justin Theroux), the Elysium's
leader, quickly becomes infatuated
with Linda, which causes George
to question whether or not this is
indeed the best sort of lifestyle for
them.
As things start spinning out
of control at Elysium, the couple
must decide whether to head back
to society or to remain in blissful
ignorance from the real world.
This is Rudds and director
Wain's fourth collaboration, and
it becomes clear they are in tune
with one another's sensibilities,

Silver screen
3 out of 5 hippie beards

y

Directed by David Wain
Produced by A Hot Dog, Apatow Productions and Relativity Media
Starring Jennifer Aniston, Paul Rudd and Malin Akerman
Rated R for sexual content, graphic nudity, language and drug use
Showing at Frank Theatres, Carmike 10, Regal Savannah Stadium
10 and GTC Pooler Stadium Cinemas 12 and Royal Cinemas
which was already evident in
2008's "Role Models."
Rudd's personality seems like
a perfect fit for the material, and
he does a fine job of playing the
straight man compared toall of the
absurd characters surrounding
him. Aniston is good, although
she doesn't do anything here that
audiences haven't seen her do
before.
However, the entire supporting
cast is hysterical, especially
Alan Alda and Joe Lo Tjuglio as
Elysium's founder and a nudist
writer. Theroux is especially good,
stealing every scene he is in from
the main protagonists.
Wain brings a light tone to the
film despite some surprisingly
serious subject matter. Though
a full-fledged comedy, it does
deal with some of the ways some
individuals have responded to
the current recession and layoffs.
Unfortunately, the movie never
seems to offer any solutions to
any of the problems brought
up at the beginning of its story.
Instead, viewers are treated to
multiple gags featufing drugs,
toilet humor and male nudity.

Overall, "Wanderlust" is fun
and entertaining. As exaggerated
as the performances are, they
are never so overblown that
audiences can't connect to what
George and Linda are going
through. They are faced with
tough decision^, and it is easy to
relate with why they are tempted
to leave all of their problems
behind to five in a commune.
However, the movie is never
bold enough to go the distance
and examine the consequences
of living such a different lifestyle.
In the end, this isn't meant to
be taken seriously, an d there is
plenty to love.
Rudd and Aniston are both
better here than in previous flops
such as "Dinner for Schmucks"
and "Just Go with It"and manage
to be sympathetic and enjoyable
to watch. This is definitely one of
the better comedies released in
the last few years, which shouldn't
go unnoticed.

Go toThelnkwellOnline.com
to check out th e latest
installment of'Love it/Hate it'

Twenty years ago, Jonathan
Demme's "The Silence of the
Lambs" was released in cinemas
Feb. 12, 1991. Considered by
many as one of the tensest and
most shocking films ever made
at the time, it was both a hit at
the box office and with critics.
After
an
extremely
successful
reception,
the
film later spawned the 2001
sequel "Hannibal" and the two
prequels "Red Dragon" and
"Hannibal Rising." Though
these films raked in plenty of
money, none came close to
matching the popularity of
Demme's original film which
earned five
Oscars at the
Academy Awards including
best picture of the year.
The film starts with a young
FBI recruit named Clarice
Starling (Jodie Foster) getting
assigned to question Dr.
Hannibal Lecter (Anthony
Hopkins) about recent murders
involving young women who
are found skinned.
Lecter, who is serving * a
lifetime sentence in isolation
because of his own dark
history as a cannibalistic serial
killer, begins forming a twisted
relationship with Clarice as he
leads her closer to identifying
this new murderer known as
Buffalo Bill (Ted Levine).
The further Clarice gets in
her investigation, the more
dangerous things become.
Going back and forth between
Lecter and her pursuit of
Bill, she quickly finds herself
confronting a force far darker
and more sinister than she
could ever anticipate.
Most crime thrillers today
are predictable and formulaic,
but "Silence of the Lambs"

Anthony Hopkins plays Hannibal Lecter in "Silence of the Lambs," MCT
a notorious serial killer who cannibalizes his victims.

was one of the first of its
kind. Balancing elements of
emotional drama and grisly
horror, the tone of the film is
always suspenseful without
ever becoming shallow or
predictable.
Though there are plenty
of shocking and startling
sequences — a scene where
Lecter confronts two guards for
example — the film is always
careful to keep the characters
and story the primary focus.
Movies such as "Se7en,"
"Primal Fear" and even "The
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo"
feature
certain
elements
similar to what was established
in Demme's work here.
As iconic as the film has
become, the most memorable
parts are Clarice's meetings
with Lecter. Foster and Hopkins
both earned numerous awards
for their performances, and
it isn't hard to understand
why. As vulnerable as Clarice
is, Foster gives her character
a real sense of strength and
willpower.
Hopkins is so convincing
as the insane Hannibal
Lecter that it is hard not to

be sucked into his madness.
He is simply captivating and
owns every scene he's in. The
supporting cast is good all
around, especially Levine as
the disturbed and tormented
psychopath Bill.
Almost every aspect of this
film is nearly perfect. Demme's
direction is solid, setting an
eerie tone for the rest of the
movie. The cinematography
is simple, yet bold, presenting
a' clear picture of the cold and
isolated environments that
Lecter and Buffalo Bill i nhabit.
The film
editing flawlessly
transitions each scene back
and forth which creates an
agonizing build up until the
film's chilling climax.
"The Silence of the Lambs"
continues to thrill and horrify
audiences with its dark and
intelligent story. It has inspired
several films wishing to copy
its success — some work,
like "The Bone Collector,"
and others, like "Copycat,"
don't. However, despite the
many attempts to duplicate it,
nothing will ever compare with
the original's disquieting tone
and ingenuity.

Silver screen
5 out of 5 bottles of chianti
*

m
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Directed by Jonathan Demme
Produced by Strong Heart/Demme Production and Orion Pictures Corporation
Starring Jodie Foster, Anthony Hopkins and Lawrence A. Bonney
Rated Rfor graphic violence, brief nudity and adult situations

Radical throwbacks
Radical throwbacks is a column by Justin Murray, a studio engineer, guitarist and old video game
enthusiast. His views do not necessarily reflect those of The Inkwell editorial board.
Legend of Zelda: A
the Past" is my favorite
ime of all time. Playing
wen talking about it
back so many warm
of me huddled
es
the good old 13-inch
TV, working through
consider the greatest
er made.
sed in 1992, "A Lin k to
•" is the third addition
:elda franchise, as well
rst and only installment
e
Super
Nintendo
nment System,
its release, "A L ink to
" has become one of the
d video games of all
dling over 4.6 million
vorldwide and ranking
of the most purchased
n the SNES library. So
your cassettes and put
our pogs, because '^
take a look at The
of Zelda: A Link to the
he question remains,
akes this such a great
"A Link to the Past
an
important
lts

milestone for Nintendo and
the gaming industry. Zelda
popularized adventure roleplaying games and made the
genre more accessible for
gamers of all ages.
It returns to a top-down,
hack-and-slash
perspective
while expanding the use of
special items and magic spells.
The game also contained a
narrative story far superior to
anything offered on the lowly
Ninetendo
Entertainment
System.
Full of hidden passages and
secrets, "A Link to the Past"
was a much needed break from
the start-and-stop level games
of the past like "Super Mario
Bros" and "Contra."
For me, it was the first game
to have alternate story lines,
which was mind boggling at
the ripe old age of 10. Players
were told not to just "save the
princess" but also to explore
the mystical land of Hyrule
and discover what other
adventures and characters
there were.
The game is split in half by

two separate worlds — the
"light world" and the "dark
world." These worlds are
mirror images of each other.
Where the light world is
colorful and playful, the dark
world is dreary and gloomy.
The music for each world only
helps solidify their differences.
Though sandbox-type games
were nothing new at this time,
"A Link to the Past" established
a brand new precedent in the
construction of free-roaming
gameplay.
I have never felt so rewarded
for exploring a cave, chopping
through hedges or even falling
down a hole. Chasing down
these side quests contained
real rewards that made me
an even more accomplished
champion at the. game's end.
The game, while at times is
difficult enough to provide a
challenge, is also easy enough
to stay fun. There is plenty to
do and see during gameplay
that can and will keep players
entertained for hours. I highly
recommend this game to all
gamers, young and old.

To the new generation of
gamers, I ask that you take a
look back and give "A Link
to the Past" a try. It's not the
video games of today, with
the motion and crazy good
graphics, but it provides a

great look into the past at a
time when 16-bit was cutting
edge.
And to the older gamers, I
challenge you to pull this out of
an attic or garage and remind
yourselves of your childhood

for just- a day. When things
were a lot more simple, and
mom and dad paid the bills.

David Bailey contributed to this
article

T h e Ba ck P a g e
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apply for exemption."
Armstrong was one of seven
institutions left in the USG to
receive exemption. As a result,
there are no longer any Georgia
universities that require die
Regent's test.

About the test
The test was first created in 1973
and was adopted at a time when
national student assessments
weren't being done. It's been a
requirement of public institutions
in the USG ever since.
"Employers were the ones who
were in favor of this test because
this way they didn't have to give
prospective employees literacy
tests," said Deborah Reese, a
professor of English and director
of the Writing Center.
Not everyone was required to
take the Regents' Test though.
Because of their SAT scores or
credits from high school advanced
placement courses, an average 45
percent of incoming students were
exempt from the reading portion,
and 31 percent were exempt from
the writing portion.
Those who had to take the
test needed to prove they had a
minimum English proficiency to
pass. Each test was read by three
raters and given a score anywhere
from one to three points — o ne
being failing, two passing and
three passing with distinction.
Students receiving ones across
the board had the option of
appealing, but otherwise, they
retook the test or were placed in
a Regents class and directed to fill
out contracts with Armstrong's
Writing Center.
"Armstrong is very fortunate,
because as far as I know, this is
the only school in the system that
allowed students to use the Writing
Center for their remediation. With
all other schools, students either
had to pass or they had to take the
class," Reese said. "This semester
had six students with Regents
contracts, but that's a low number.
We've had as many as 18 before."
Writing Center tutors were
responsible for setting up daily
Regents-approved prompts and
conducting mock testing scenarios
with students.
"Students will sit down, and
we'll time them for an hour in
a controlled setting," Jerricia
Williams, the graduate assistant at
the Writing Center said. "After that
we set up an appointment with a
tutor, and that tutor will g o over
the paper and talk about its strong
points and weaknesses."
Though this, students were
expected to learn what writing
issues t hey had and the methods
to correct them. According to
Reese, most students had to write
20 practice essays, complete five
grammar tutorials and then meet
with her one-on-one to assessthejr
progress and ensure they were
ready to retake the exam.

Qualifying
for exemption
Every school in the USG
applying for exemption had to
prove that alternative measures
of assessing students' progress in

reading and writing were in place.
"Schools had to put forth a
three-person committee when the
exemption document was filed.
Then, a committee reviews the
institutional exemption paperwork
and makes a recommendation,"
Tarbutton said.
"This process is in place to
ensure that each school has a
robust assessment program and
that the students are achieving the
high levels of readi ng and writing
capabilities that are expected of
someone going through college."
Head ofthe Language,Literature
and Philosophy department David
Wheeler, director of Academic
Advisement and Orientation Greg
Anderson and' interim assistant
vice president for Academic
Affairs John Kraft, formed the
Armstrong committee.
"We submitted the exemption
application in August, and it
took until February for us to hear
the decision," Anderson said.
"They had a team of evaluators
who looked at our alternative
assessment plan and what's going
to replace the Regents' Test to
make sure as students progress
through their college years, they
are still pro ficient in reading and
writing."
Wheeler and professor of
English Elizabeth Howells worked
together to develop an exemption
proposal and piloted the first
assessment plan in 1101 and 1102
composition courses in the 2011
fall semester.
"We had a special assignment
in the 1102 class w here students
would analyze a short text,
and the papers were submitted
electronically and read by pairs
of graders," Wheeler said. "We
devised a scoring rubric very
similar to the one used in the
Regents' Writing Test, except for
students were able to revise this
and put it through the normal
composition
process
before
submitting it electronically. The
artificiality of the writing situation
has been replaced by the more
standard composition process."
Eighty-three
essays
were
submitted that fall. Then, Howells
and Wheeler broadened the
assessment this semester to include
10 sections — that's roughly a
quarter of the 1102 classes.
According to the proposal,
students retaking English 1101
would have to submit an essay to
the Writing Center for diagnostic
purposes. Tutors would then
identify particular writing issues
and develop a program to help
students improve in problem areas.

Reactions to
the exemption
The Regents' Test was viewed
by many faculty members and
students as an artificial test and an
ineffective way of measuring an
individual's reading and writing
abilities.
"We, who teach English
composition, have long thought
that the Regents' Exam was
inadequate because the principals
behind it contradict everything we
teach in freshman composition
where we emphasize the revision
process," Wheeler said.
"The Regents' Writing Exam
is an artificial testing situation

Stomach pains and ankle sprains.
Fevers, aches and yucky goo.
Mystery rashes and deep gashes.
Colds, flu and allergies, too.
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where students have only an
hour to compose one draft of an
essay and submit it without any
revision. Sincethat kind of writing
situation doesn't exist beyond the
testing room, we didn't think it
was very purposeful."
Other
members of the
committee who were responsible
for
drafting
the
Regents'
exemption
proposal
shared
Wheeler's sentiments.
"If a student has writing
deficiencies, they are probably
going to be revealed in English
1101 and English 1102, and the
Writing Center does a really good
job in a one-on-one scenario with
helping students fine tune their
skills and work on their weak
points," Anderson said.
"I'm not a writing expert. I'm
not a reading expert, but what I
do understand is student nature,
and I think that standardized
tests stress people out, and that
you're more apt to have better
gains over a 15-week term
with feedback from a professor
and drafting and drafting and

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED MINUTES FROM AASU.
CARING AND CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT.
HOURS;
Monday = Friday §;00 am - §;00 pm
Saturday 9;QQ am - i;0Q pm
Sunday 12;0Q pm - S:QQ pm
Most insurance accepted - bring your insurance card and Drlvar'a
License. Please call with co-pay and Insurance questlona.
Cash patients also welcome.

drafting, because that is the
writing process."
Although the Armstrong
student body has had an
overwhelmingly
positive
response to the exemption,
there are still some voices of
opposition.
"Whether you are a premed
major, a math major, an
engineering major or an English
major, you have to know how
to write in order to succeed in
whatever profession you decide
to go into," said political science
major Cassian Nunez.
"Quite frankly, I don't
understand why we removed
an exam that evaluated a
student and his or her ability to
write. Now that student's going
to go to college and pay to take
an English course and fail out,
and all that could have been
prevented if they would have
just taken the exam and known
which categories they were
lacking."
There are also mixed feelings
among some of the professors.

"On the one hand, I know
"Employers may say, 'Oh,
that the Regents' testing as they've lowered their standards
it's currently configured is an by removing this test,' and
artificial writing environment," I think that's false," he said.
Reese said. "Taxpayers will be "Whether they will think that or
delighted because the test was not, I don't know, but if someone
cumbersome. It was expensive took the test eight times and
to administer and to process, passed it on the eighth go, does
and the state is saving a bundle that reassure the employer?"
of money.
Tarbutton said it's too early
"On the other hand, I to tell if these new assessments
believe the Regents' test, has will prove more effective than
been effective in pinpointing the Regents' Test, because
some students whose English in most cases it hasn't even
writing did not pass muster. It ,been a year since universities'
requests
were
also might put more pressure exemption
on instructors to be the approved, but either way the
gatekeepers, and that's really new policy is addressing a
not a function instructors feel real problem in the education
system.
comfortable doing."
Another
concern
some
"I think it's just more of a
faculty and students expressed modern way to ensure that
was the reaction employers Georgians are academically
may have to removing an exam prepared and qualified to
that was testing people's ability move forward, and if they're
to efficiently communicate — not, then we can help them and
an essential skill for remaining work with them to help them,"
competitive in the job market. Tarbutton said. "We're worked
But Wheeler quickly dispelled hard to improve things, and I
feel like we have."
such notions.
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